
HAPPY DIWALI
November 2020



Dear Friends,

It is my immense pleasure to wish 
you all on this joyous occasion of 
Diwali. I hope and pray that the 
festival of lights showers you with 
abundant blessings and happiness.

I am aware that the Rajasthani 
Foundation has been working 
tirelessly towards poverty alleviation 
among women, children and the 
underprivileged in the State of 
Rajasthan. I would urge you to 
continue with the good work, 
especially at a time when the poor 
and daily-wage earners have been 
hit particularly hard due to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Diwali ushers in hope and I am 
optimistic that we will emerge 
stronger in the coming days. The 
onus is on us to work hard and do 
something out of the box so that we 
can convert this once-in-a-lifetime 
crisis into a great opportunity.

I would like to convey my best 
wishes to you and to your family.

Stay positive. Stay safe.

Best regards,
Anil Agarwal

Diwali ushers in hope!

O I L  &  G A S  |  Z I N C - L E A D - S I LV E R  |  A L U M I N I U M  &  P O W E R  |  C O P P E R  |  I R O N  O R E  &  S T E E L

Happy Diwali !
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Varsha Dahad

Dear Members,

In these most unprecedented, surreal, challenging times please accept our warm, 
heartfelt, Diwali Greetings.

It has been an unpleasant year for mankind all over the world, but we humans are 
resilient and shall reshape, realign, reinvent and bounce back.

While the pandemic has opened up a Pandora’s box of issues, these adversities 
have brought out the best in us. TRF members have fed NHS staff, supplied food 
and groceries to a homeless shelter, helped the vulnerable with shopping for their 
essentials, collecting and sending clothes to children, and even cooking food for 
the key workers while stuck in India during lockdown!

Despite the challenges our team has also been steadily working through the 
pandemic. Be it providing a hot lunch to supermarket workers, supplying dry 
groceries to hospital staff, and distributing hand held tablets to residents of 
care homes to stay connected with their families, we have upheld the TRF core 
principles.

Traditionally we would have been coming together to celebrate, but this year that 
seems to be a distant thought. TRF team has put together a bag of seasonal 
goodies for members, the idea being to keep up the festive spirit and stay 
connected.

The famous actor Christopher Reeves had said, “Once you choose hope, anything 
is possible.”

Let our choice be Hands, Face, and Space.

Stay safe, and we shall regroup next year.

As usual all our ideas, efforts would not come to fruition without the support of our 
donors and sponsors. A big thank you to them for their ongoing support.

Warm Regards,

TRF BOARD

Rajesh Chechani

Dinesh Choudhary

Shailja Agarwal

Bina Agarwal

TRF Board 2020

Varsha Dahad     Rajesh Chechani        Dinesh Choudhary

Shailja Agarwal      Bina Agarwal    Sandeep Tyagi

Sandeep Tyagi

Diwali Message from the TRF Board
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TRF Diwali Charity Ball 2020
B Y  T H E  R A J A S T H A N I  F O U N D A T I O N

The annual Diwali celebration of The 
Rajasthani Foundation was held on the 
2nd of November 2019 at The Marriott 
Grosvenor Square. This flagship event 
provides the biggest platform to our 
members, guests and their children to 
celebrate the auspicious occasion of 
Diwali together admits music, dance 
and networking!

The glamorous evening was attended 
by more than 450 guests  who enjoyed 
an harmonious and magical night .

Monali Thakur rocked the evening with 
her ensemble of melodies from now 
and past and had our guests on a one 
big high with her excellent  repertoire of 
songs.

The highlight of the evening was a 
very graceful performance by our 
youth members who did a Ghoomar 
and Kathak dance which was very well 
appreciated by all.
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TRF was honoured and humbled to have 
Shri Anil Agarwal and Shri Gopichand 
Hinduja  gracing the occasion as our 
Guests of Honour.

Anil Agarwal Ji’s speech was highly 
inspirational and his humility touched 
everyone’s heart. He encouraged 
the Millennials of today to follow their 
dreams and make use of the plethora 
of opportunities available. Anil ji shared 
anecdotes of his life experiences 
with the guests and emphasised the 
importance of family support , hard work 
and  perseverance.

The evening was indeed a great 
success as we raised funds through 
kind donations by our generous 
sponsors which will go towards charities 
we support in Rajasthan.

We would like to take this opportunity 
to thank our sponsors, well wishers 
and volunteers who have supported us 
wholeheartedly and consistently and 
have played a major role in making our 
events a super success.

Unfortunately we will not be hosting 
our Diwali gala this year due to the 
challenges and uncertainty we are all 
facing during this pandemic. We are 
certain we will overcome and will come 
out stronger than before.

Look forward to seeing you all in our 
next event!
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Connecting Elderly@Carehomes 
During Covid 19 lockdown

In May 2020, when the coronavirus cases peaked in the UK, the social 
distancing and temporary separation from families had a far reaching 
impact on our elderly societies especially those staying at care homes. TRF 
realised that elderly residents in the care homes were struggling to connect 
with their loved ones due to limited communication channels, hence, it 
was decided  to launch the ‘Connecting Elderly@Carehomes with Families’ 
campaign and we donated more than 70 Electronic Tablets devices to the 
Care Homes around London. 

The residents at care homes were overwhelmed with the gesture as while 
in isolation, residents could now browse channels, read or even play 
games and showcase their artistic side! Most importantly they were able to 
communicate with their loved ones via the video calls.

In June 2020, we were contacted by several other care homes to find out if 
they could be donated a tablet as well, due to the overwhelming response 
the campaign continued. We further decided to distribute electronic hand 
held devices to various care homes and nursing homes around London. 

TRF would like to express a big Thank You to our sponsors DNS Associates, 
Star Pacific, Neum Insolvency, Disposable Greens and Sinckot Group for 
their generous donations towards the cause.

B Y  T H E  R A J A S T H A N I  F O U N D A T I O N
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TRF Charity initiative during Covid-19
B Y  T H E  R A J A S T H A N I  F O U N D A T I O N

“Stay home. Protect the NHS. Save lives.” The UK Government’s message has been clear: we all could do our bit during the 
Covid-19 crisis by just staying indoors. However, in response to Covid-19, many have decided to do more by volunteering 
time and energy to help their communities. TRF also decided to support as many people as we could.

In April 2020, when the prime minister was struggling 
to breathe, the Queen on TV compared the crisis to the 
second world war and the death toll was not far from 
double the usual rate and we knew it was the peak 
of a devastating 22 days in April in which more than 
1,000 people in the UK died from Covid-19 every day. 
TRF decided to do its ‘bit’ to appreciate, motivate and 
respect the NHS and the unsung Heroes. TRF has shown 
its gratitude to both. TRF worked with the Hillingdon 
Hospital’s food bank team and helped them setting up 
the food bank for the key workers by donating the dry 
supplies.

TRF also acknowledged the unsung warriors in the front 
line of our daily lives eg. the stars at the various shops 
providing us the essentials. We served a thank you lunch 
to one such team at Sainsbury’s Stanmore branch. It was 
an expression of gratitude for serving our community in 
these challenging times by making sure we had food on 
our tables .
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TRF Charity School Update
B Y  T H E  R A J A S T H A N I  F O U N D A T I O N

In previous years TRF supported 
multiple initiatives and charities like 
NavjotiManovikas Kendra, (NMK), 
Jodhpur&Sona Manovikas Kendra 
(SMK), Bhilwara.

Since these schools support special 
and mentally challenged children who 
are in the highly vulnerable group due 
to Covid-19 pandemic they had to close 
the school during lockdown.

However,their teachers have been 
doing excellent work during the closure. 
Following are some of the details.

n They have been in regular contact 
with Parents of Children enquiring of 
their well-being and giving advices.

n Guiding parents and children 
regarding educational tasks to be 
done at home and engaging in 
vocational trainings. Guiding for 
behavioural problems they may 
have with children.

n NMK’s sports teacher Mr Mahesh 
has been doing excellent work 
with virtual sports competitions 
organised by Special Olympics 
Bharat.The children have won 25 
Gold and Silver medals in virtual 
sports during the closure of school 
in basketball dribbling, dancing, 
singing, table tennis, cricket, Bocce 
etc.He was also rewarded by the 
State Government for the work.

n NMK is also distributing food packets 
to the needy in these difficult times 
and giving 15 days ration to the 
daily wage earners whose children 
are studying in NMK. They have 
distributed 300 food packets daily 
to the needy for 52 days.



8      -      The Rajasthani Foundation Magazine 2020
State Bank of India (UK) Limited (“SBIUK”) is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority 
(Financial Services Register number: 757156). SBIUK is registered in England and Wales (Registered No: 10436460), with a registered office at 15-17 King Street, London, EC2V 8EA. T&C’s apply.

Open Instant Access Saving Account

YONO Remit
Remittance to India, Sri Lanka and Nepal

Start banking with SBI UK before landing in UK

Open Fixed Term Deposit

Open Cash ISA

Open Flexi cash ISA

Open Namaste UK Account

Our 
mobile 

banking 
app just 

got better
You can now open 

a new account 
using the 

YONO  SBI UK  
app

TRF Charity School Update



Happy Diwali

           

                                                                                                              

 

Happy Diwali 

 

With Best Compliments from 

 

 

                                                        

57 Gloucester Place, London W1U 8JH 
www.groupathena.com 
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Lockdown Story

Hello and Namaste, 

I am Samraat Sonee, I would like to share some interesting 
lockdown experiences.

I have learnt few of bollywood songs “Mai Koi Aisa Geet Gau”, 
“Chookar Mere Man Ko”, ”Papa Kehte Hai, Bada Naam Karega”. 
I recited Mahesh Vandana & National Anthem of India at virtual 
Mahesh Navami celebration.

I also recited bollywood song “Pyare Dadaji Hai, Hai Sabse 
Anmol” at virtual celebration of my Dadaji’s birthday party.

I play cricket, so I accepted a challenge of world famous 
cricketer Yuvraj Singh along with my Dad. It was super fun and 
I managed to score non-stop 56 bounces on the bat while my 
dad managed only 46.  

During the lockdown I also helped my mum in kitchen and learnt 
how to make Bombay Sandwich all by myself.  In this pandemic, 
while my Dad was working for charity, I got inspired and donated 
£10 from my piggy bank.

Thank you TRF and looking forward to the amazing events in 
2021.  Have a Safe Diwali

Poetry
Hi,  
Here I am attaching my latest poetry thinking about the prevailing situation.  
on the Jeevan chakra 

जीवन ��

�� है ये �� है
ये जीवन का �� है
कभी अनुकूल कभी व� है
ये �� है

कभी फूल सा कभी शूल सा
कभी ताज सा कभी धुल सा
कभी अंत सा कभी मूल सा
ये �� है

हँसता भी है रोता भी है
जागे भी है सोता भी है
छीने भी है दाता भी है
ये �� है

मासूम है या दु� है
राजी है या िफर �� है
बंदी है या िफर मु� है
ये �� है

�कता नही ं थकता नही ं
सुनता नही ंकहता नही ं
तेरा नही ं मेरा नही ं
ये �� है

ये िसफ� उसके हाथ है
माने बस उसकी बात है
नही ं इंसा की कोई औकात है
ये �� है

मगर हाँ मगर हाँ िक
तू बस कम� कर
अपने भले बुरे से डर
जो साथ तेरे जायेगा
वही पार भी लगाएगा

�ंूिक

ये �� है ये �� है
कभी अनुकूल कभी �� है
ये �� है

--मेधा शमा� �ा�ी
 

B Y  S A M R A A T  S O N E E ,  A G E  8  Y E A R S
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HAPPY DIWALI 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS DIWALI LET US CELEBRATE 
PERSEVERANCE AND COURAGE WITH THE 

KNOWLEDGE THAT THERE IS ALWAYS LIGHT IN 
THE PATH AHEAD  

◊   
 

SKN ADVISORS 
NEWATIA FAMILY 

 
~ asato mā sadgamaya ~ tamaso mā jyotirgamaya ~ mṛtyor mā'mṛtaṃ gamaya ~ 

Poetry
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Structure:
The Rajasthan Foundation (TRF) is registered with Charity 
Commission of England and Wales and listed as company 
by guarantee without share capital at Companies House 
England and Wales.

Objectives:
n Relief of poverty, hardship and distress among members 

of Rajasthani Community.

n To educate and promote the Rajasthani culture within  
UK, including  its  history, language, literature, art, music 
and dance forms.

n Financial assistance to schools or educational 
establishment in Rajasthan which are in need of essential 
educational supplies or facilities.

Vision:
TRF aims to be a premier and prestigious organisation with a 
strong brand equity to be led by a team of diligent, selfless and 
enterprising volunteers who will nurture the objective of TRF’s 
ambitious vision and take it to further heights. In addition it aims 
to support various communities in UK from various regions 
of Rajasthan and integrate them to support and promote 
Rajasthani art, music, culture, history and language.

To foster charity within the Rajasthani community and 
help raise funds and assist indigent schools, educational 
establishments and contribute to society. 

About TRF and its Vision
B Y  T H E  R A J A S T H A N I  F O U N D A T I O N

Achievements 
Community:
n Since 2005, TRF has increased its awareness across 

UK and increased its membership base to over one 
thousand members.

n TRF has been organising annual events such as Holi, 
Diwali and summer cricket.

n TRF has organised various other cultural events in last 
eleven years to generate community camaraderie.

n TRF  is deeply rooted in the soils of UK as board members 
and volunteers work tirelessly for social integration of the 
members, which reflects in its growing membership numbers.

n TRF organized first of its kind Youth Talk at London 
Business School in September 2017 for our youth 
and young ones and that was house full.  It was very 
inspirational and everyone is looking forward to the next 
Youth Talk in the series. 

Culture: 
n TRF organised a successful Youth trip to Jodhpur and 

Jaipur in 2016 for our Youths to learn more about the 
culture and history of Rajasthan.

Charity:
n TRF has been working since its inception to promote 

charity and organising flagship charity fund-raisers every 
year to support causes in Rajasthan.

n Since day one, the organisation has been working with 
zero administrative costs, with unconditional support 
from the board of directors and volunteers.

n TRF has supported Navjyoti Manovikas Kendra (NMK), 
Jodhpur with funds to construct new buildings, improve 
its infrastructure and facilities. NMK is a Jodhpur based 
educational charity that provides  specialist education to 
children and young adults with special mental, physical 
and behavioural needs. 

n TRF supported Jagriti, a charity based in Jaipur to rebuilt 
a derelict and abandoned school in slum area of the city  
to provide education for the local children. 

n TRF has organised ‘nearly used’ clothes collection in UK 
amongst members for distribution to needy children via 
chosen charities.

n TRF board is always looking for opportunities to support 
various causes and charities in Rajasthan or helping the 
needy directly where possible and for this it invites its 
members to come-up with innovative ideas to help.
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see the light
HELPING YOU

LET THE LIGHTS OF DIWALI MAKE YOUR  
NEW YEAR HAPPY, PROSPEROUS AND JOYFUL. 

HAPPY DIWALI TO YOU ALL.

UMANG PATEL FCCA MABRP 
Director and Licensed Insolvency Practitioner

020 3411 9598 
07745 062474 
umang@neuminsolvency.co.uk 
neuminsolvency.co.uk

NEUM INSOLVENCY LIMITED  Suite 9, Amba House, 15 College Road, Harrow Middlesex HA1 1BA
020 3411 9598 / 020 3411 9517   admin@neuminsolvency.co.uk   www.neuminsolvency.co.uk

mb23155-diwali-ad-v2.indd   1mb23155-diwali-ad-v2.indd   1 14/10/2020   13:2114/10/2020   13:21

About TRF and its Vision



Dear TRF

Wish you a very 
Happy Diwali

From Harbhajanka Family
www.acuitilabs.co.uk



Dear TRF

Wish you a very 
Happy Diwali

From Harbhajanka Family
www.acuitilabs.co.uk
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A Message
B Y  D R .  H .  P .  K A N O R I A

Wish all a very happy Diwali.

May Lord Ganesha remove all the obstacles and grant boon and 
wisdom. Mother Laxmi along with Lord Narayan bless all with 
happiness, prosperity and wisdom to live in simplicity with austerity.

COVID-19 pandemic has impacted the economy and lives of the 
people globally. Worldwide lockdown has crippled the activities. 
Children are more affected as their schools are closed and they 
are confined to the houses. People are learning to work from home 
and are getting more time for self-development, studies, health and 
spiritual advancement. There has been wide spread destruction, 
loss of lives and livelihood. There is uncertainty as to the end of 
this pandemic. Globally research is being done for the vaccine to 
combat this.

Individually we have to take all the necessary precautions to keep ourselves safe and others safe. Question 
arises why this pandemic? Is it a result of global warming or butchering of animals and adopting unhygienic 
way of living or losing our faith in God and/or indulging in vices neglecting the norms of virtues?

People are engaged on virtual meetings. Students are learning online. The intricacies of teaching and 
learning have been modified. The most popular virtual platform is zoom. Children have lost physically 
meeting and thereto smile, laugh, learn, teach and fight. Mothers have added pleasure and physical stress 
to manage the children. Fathers have just become onlookers pretending to read the newspapers, office 
work and watching TV idly with internal joy.

In our worship and devotion to Mother Laxmi and Lord Narayana and to fight the COVID-19 pandemic we 
have to become more generous to help the needy. We have to be more empathetic, sympathetic and 
compassionate. In Gita, Lord Krishna said to Arjuna, “I am seated in the hearts of all.” Lord Krishna has 
manifested the entire universe. We are His children. Let us be divine, perfect and generous.

God conspires with those who work for the welfare of all, creating and generating wealth for the welfare of 
creation. Lord Krishna had conspired with Arjuna breaking His own promises.

I quote from the Universal Prayer written by me (Dr. Hari Prasad Kanoria), “Life is a joyous journey, Love and 
service that matter, all worship to Thee. What we sow, we must reap, no one but us to blame”.

Acquire happiness through the joy of worship – devotion. 

And the cultivation of virtuous qualities.
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A Message
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Nearly New 
Clothes Project 2020

BY SHAGUN CHECHANI  AND ANTRAA NAGORI

‘Nearly New Clothes for Needy Children’ is a project which reuses pre-
owned clothes in almost new condition to children in the orphanages 
of India. 

The project started out as a small idea between Anaika Nagori and her 
friend, Akasai Premsankar, in 2015. In 2018, we took over the project 
with the help of Roopa Nagori. With the kind donations and support 
from everyone, we managed to send a sizeable amount of clothes to 
India, and it was heartwarming to see the childrens’ reactions.

We organised the clothes by age and then folded and packed them: 
ready to be sent off to India. The clothes of this year are on their way, 
but here is a picture of last year’s collection of clothes being worn by 
children. 

This project is a very humbling and reflective experience, because it 
really made us feel very grateful for what we have, and our power to 
help those who need it. The children get warm, protective clothing for 
the year of good quality and make, and we always feel warm when we 
see the joy the clothes bring. The reusing of clothes also is an amazing 
way of reducing our waste, and carbon footprint, and generally helping 
our world and its environment without having to do very much at all.

We are always open and willing to take in new donations of good 
condition and quality, ages ranging anywhere from two to sixteen years 
of age. We would like to also receive more boys’ clothes so please 
spread the message around! To donate clothes, please contact Roopa 
Nagori (the project supervisor) at roopa@nagori.net or contact the TRF 
board (board@ourtrf.org).
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From 
Chechani Family

www.sinckotgroup.co.uk

Wishing You Happy Diwali
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Feed the Workers 
A N  I N I T I A T I V E  B Y  S H R E Y  A G A R W A L

No one has fathomed or had foreseen  the seriousness 
of the pandemic and the challenges one would face. 
In what seems  like a lifetime ago and in far more 
uncertain times we all do remember seeing or reading 
about a very heartbreaking video of a NHS nurse 
crying because she couldn’t buy food from an empty 
superstore after a long shift at work. It was truly soul 
stirring given that the rest of us were mostly busy 
spending hours on Netflix or the internet. It was time to 
put myself to better use and help the frontline workers 
in NHS in some way.

I started  a charitable initiative , “Feed The Workers” along 
with some friends , the idea was to distribute free meals 
to  doctors , nurses and staff of various hospitals who 
were inundated with patients in critical condition and 
were risking it all just to make sure the rest of us were 
safe The meals were  just an expression of gratitude and 
the least we could to do to show our appreciation and  
gratefulness to them.  Feed The Workers partnered with 
local restaurants, caterers  and drivers in the community 
to deliver hot meals to many hospitals. It was designed 
to serve the triple objective of expressing our gratitude 
to the NHS heros as well as help local community of 
restaurants and delivery business.

After a hectic few phone calls , discussions and 
coordinations our first meal was delivered to Northwick 
Park hospital within just 2 days of starting the initiative 
. Seeing the reaction and overwhelming response  
from the doctors, nurses and support staff spurred us 
on and we quickly expanded our reach  to many more 
hospitals across london . We  managed to raise over 
£25,000 and delivered more than  3000 meals across 
11 hospitals . We partnered with Millies Cookies during 
our campaign. We are humbled to  be featured on BBC 
online news .

Many of our donors came from this very community(TRF)  
and I would like to personally (virtually only at the 
moment ) thank each and everyone of you who 
donated so kindly  to our cause . This would not have 
been possible without  the rest of the team many of 
who recently graduated to become junior doctors. 
They are Dr Suraj Joshi, Dr. Jagruti Gohil, Dr Harris 
Rahim, Dr Abi Chandrashekar, Dr Aneesh Aggarwal and 
Tilak Joshi who have sourced contacts in hospitals, and 
coordinated countless deliveries. We thank you once 
again for your generosity.
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Happy Diwali and 
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