TRF Calendar
Cricket Event

Sunday 27" June

Old Cholmeleian’s Club
Hendon Wood Lane
Mill Hill
London NW7 4HR

10.30am to 5pm

Tickets: Adults £20-£22
Children £15-£17 including
breakfast, lunch & tea!

For bookings please call
01753 784205 or e-mail
admin@ourtrf.org

Diwali Spectacular
Saturday 16" October

V & A Museum

Sunday 14" November
TRF at Jain Manuscripts
Exhibition

TRF Contact
Details

The Rajasthani
Foundation

Tithe Farm, Park Road
Stoke Poges
Buckinghamshire
SL2 4PJ

Telephone:
01753 784205

E-mail:
admin@ourtrf.org

Web:
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The TRF Charity vision statement

“Relief of poverty, hardship and distress
within Rajasthani communities with special
emphasis on Ecology, Health and Education
for the benefit of women, children and the
underprivileged”

With this in mind, the TRF Board has
sought, for some time, deserving charitable
causes which also demonstrate governance,
a history of operations and, where, through
observation, enquiry and judgment, we
believe funds will be used wisely.

Our in-principle agreement

After thought and deliberation, the TRF
Board is pleased to inform members that it
has agreed, in principle, to make an initial
disbursement of £10,000 to the Jodhpur
based Navjyoti Manovikas Kendra
(“NMK™). A further disbursement of
£10,000 is to be made in 2011 reducing to
£5,000 in the following 3 years.

“The Rajasthani Foundation, London”

will be pre-fixed on their name board and our
association made clear on stationery and
publicity material. We will receive quarterly
income and expenditure statements and
progress reports. We will also be able to
nominate a trustee on the NMK Board.

A few words about NMK
NMK was established in 1988 and registered
under the Rajasthan Societies Act of 1958.

It is an educational charity which provides
special education to mentally challenged
children and adults. By offering education,
vocational training and rehabilitation to
around 80 day scholars and hosteliers, it
seeks to restore their dignity and develop
their independence. It helps them realise
their potential and integrate into society
rather than be rejected by it. It offers them
a life rather than a mere existence.

Indeed, the indoor and outdoor sports
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facilities have helped to train children who
have gone on to win state and national
level prizes!

Notably, NMK was commended in 1996 by
the Education Department of the
Government of Rajasthan as being the best
state institution of its kind.

Our disbursement will be used to
strengthen the interdisciplinary team of
teachers and therapists, improve the
facilities and equipment and allow this
charity to expand its good work.

Thank you for helping TRF help others.




“Coming
together is a
beginning

Keeping together
IS progress

Working together
IS success”
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Many of you have recently written and telephoned expressing interest in joining a

TRF Committee. Your response, spirit and enthusiasm is heartwarming and we
hope many more of you will come forward to help this year and mould TRF’s future.

In its fifth year, TRF is at a turning point. It has facilitated community integration for

the young as well as its mature members. It has created an awareness of Rajasthani
culture amongst our Youth and in the community in which we live. Now, there is also
a stable financial foundation from which to operate and progress towards other goals.

This has been achieved through the tireless efforts and dedication of our excellent
volunteer Board members and Committees over the years. The work of each of
these Committees is briefly described here to help you decide which one to join!

Events

The Events Committee has a crucial role. Its challenge is to weave community
events right from creating the concept through to selecting and organising
entertainment, venues and catering.

2009 was a very busy year with seven events which included “TRF Royals” summer
cricket to a magical Diwali Ball in which over 45 of the TRF Youth took to the catwalk.
TRF members performed at the British Museum, Nehru Centre and Buckingham
Palace. Atthe Maharajah exhibition at the Victoria & Albert Museum, a TRF
workshop dressed visitors in colourful royal saris and jewellery making their day! A
theatrical evening of Sutradhaara at the Nehru Centre was also organised.

Year after year, the events are unique. Some will recall a “Kavi Sammelan” with
Surendra Sharma, musical evenings with lla Arun, Richa Sharma and Dhwani. Not
to forget the Holi celebrations, boat trips and stage performances by members! This
is an integral, creative and rewarding Committee to be a part of.

Youth

This fun and talented team has been the backbone of the success of our events.
They participate in all aspects from organising cricket teams to choreographing our
performances. The Committee has played a vital role in helping the TRF Youth to
get to know one another, better understand our culture and develop their confidence
through performance and participation.

In 2010, we want to re-kindle a Distinguished Guest Speaker series and get our
Youth participating in community and social causes.

PR & Media

The team head has helped to raise awareness and representation of TRF by working
with the media and organisations such as Learning Communities. We have also
been invited to participate in the High Commissioner’s Outreach programme. TRF
events have been featured by Zee, Sony TV and in India Today among many others.

Treasurer
This vital Committee allows us to have clear line of sight of our income and expenses
and file our accounts with credibility and integrity.

IT & Communications
The team helps to keep our web-site updated, design member communications,
develop effective databases and work smart!

Membership
We have grown steadily by word-of-mouth and recommendation to over 225 member
families. We need help to market to the wider community through other channels.

If you are able to join any of these Committees please drop us a line or call us.
Whether you have a week to spare or more, your inpu  tis valuable.
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Rajasthan’s Governor Prabha Rau
passed away in April. It is considered this
post is jinxed as she was the 4™ Governor
to die in 12 years whilst still in office!!
Punjab’s Governor Shivraj Patil is
temporarily filling the post.

Esha Deol has been shooting “Tell Me Oh
Khuda” in and around Jodhpur and
Jaisalmer. Kala Doongar Mandir which is
near Jaisalmer is featured.

The third Great Indian Travel Bazaar was
held in April at the BM Birla Convention
Centre, Jaipur. Mr Ashok Gehlot,
Rajasthan’s Chief Minister inaugurated
the event which featured 227 foreign
operators from 49 countries.

Technicians from the Mahavir Viklang
Sahatya Samiti have visited Sri Lanka
and now Iraq to provide thousands of
amputees with the “Jaipur foot” — cost
effective artificial limbs made in Rajasthan
and considered to be cosmetically and
functionally close to the human limb.

People owning dogs in Jaipur is on the
rise with 300 to 500 dogs being sold in the
city each month. Dog breeding is
becoming a profitable business as owning
a puppy is seen as a status symbol.

Parched Rajasthan faces a water crisis.
Wild animals like bears are straying into
nearby villages in search of water and
migratory birds are giving the state a
miss. Security guards are watching water
theft near wells in Bikaner and water
officials in Bundi have been manhandled.

It is never too late to learn! A 43 year old
mother of four from Udaipur district has
sat her 10" standard board exams for the
3rd time in her attempt to be a teacher.
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Ajmer also known as “Ajai Meru or
Invincible Hill” takes its name from Ajai
Pal Chauhan who built a fort here in the

early 12" century. Its most famous ruler
was Prithviraj Chauhan
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Jaisalmer means “the hill fort of
Jaisal” and is named after its founder
Rawal Jaisal

Jodhpur was founded in 1459 by Rao Jodha, a
Rajput chief of the Rathore clan. It served as the
capital of the state of Marwar

Chittorgarh is home to India’s largest fort and was the

capital of Mewar for over 800 years. It is said to be built s

by the Maurya dynasty in 7" century AD and named
Chitrakut after a Rajput chief called Chitrangada Mori.
Bappa Rawal who founded Mewar seized Chittor Garh
(Chittor Fort) and made it his capital in 734AD
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The extent of corruption uncovered in
the Medical Council of India by the CBI
has shocked the medical fraternity,
which wants a probe into approvals
granted to all private medical colleges
in Rajasthan in the past decade.

The Rajasthan Government signed a
MoU with the Clinton Foundation for
solar energy generation. Solar parks
will be developed, initially in Jodhpur &
Jaisalmer, with technical assistance
from the Clinton Foundation.

The government approved a plan for a
Jaipur metro rail project. The route
expected to be 30kms long would link
Ramganj to Masarovar via Chandpole
and Badi Choupad with a second
route linking Sanagner to Panipech via
Bani Park and Ajmeri Gate.

Rajasthan has been named the world’s
19" dream destination out of 133 as
published in Traveler magazine Nov
2009. The survey, conducted by the
National Geographic Society’s Centre
for Sustainable Destinations,
commended Rajasthan’s infrastructure
developments but expressed concern
that tourism benefits were not reaching
local communities.

The World Travel Awards held in
London in Nov 2009 voted Jaipur’'s Raj
Palace as the “World's Best Heritage
Hotel” for the third year in a row.

Rajasthan is fast becoming an
education hub with an IIT in Jodhpur,
IIM in Udaipur and Central University
in Bikaner.
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TRF Youth performed at the opening
of the 2010 Commonwealth Games at
Buckingham Palace

Bikaner “the settlement of
Bika” was established by Rao
Bika in 1472. Rao Bika was

i, the second son of Rao Jodha
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Maharaja Jai Singh Il. Itis the
- first planned city of India built
on the principles of “Shilpa
Shashtra”. Jaipur was first
painted pink when the then
S Prince of Wales visited in 1853

Udaipur is named after its
founder Maharana Udai
Singh in 1557 A.D.
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We cordially invite
members to share their
ideas and suggestions
for events or charitable
causes that TRF can
support.

Please do not hesitate
to contact us on the
details provided on this
newsletter.




